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has been observed among farmers (7- ing (Table 2). We calculated this
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Americans in the southeast could be due The rate difference of 6.14 per 100 000

COMMUNICATION at least partly to the prevalence of farm- man-years between the two regions
ingin this region, decreased to 3.82 per 100 000 man-

In an initial attempt to evaluate this years (37.8% less) when cases attribu-
hypothesis, we examined death certifi- table to fanning were removed. These
cates from 24 states included in the data suggest that perhaps 38% of the
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Using data from death certificates for prostate cancer than for other cancers
1984-1991, a case-control analysis of (27); (c) the usual job recorded on the

A remarkable epidemiologic feature prostate cancer and its association with death certificate may be inaccurate or
of prostate cancer is its elevated mor- the occupation of farming among incomplete, although the majority of
tality and incidence rates among African-American men was carried out farmers appear to remain in the job for
African-Americans, who have the high- for a grouping of three southeastern more than 20 years (28); and (d) infor-

est rates reported in the world (1). The states (North Carolina, South Carolina, mation is lacking on other confounding
reasons for this racial difference are un- and Georgia) versus the remaining 21 factors, such as dietary habits, physical

clear, although environmental, dietary, states combined (Colorado, Idaho, In- activity, or smoking. However, assure-
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Among Nonwhites: 1950-1980 (2) West Virginia, and Wisconsin) (Table Despite its limitations, this explor-
reported elevated rates of prostate can- 1). In the analyses, farm-related occupa- atory study utilizing death certificates
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Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Other farm supervisors [code 477], and farm African-American men from three
studies (3-5) have also noted this un- workers [code 479]) were compared southeastern states compared with those
usual pattern of prostate cancer among with all nonagricultural occupations, from 2 l states in other parts of the
nonwhites. Among whites, however, Controls were selected from subjects country may be associated with farming.

there has been a relatively even geo- who died of all causes except cancer. These data provide further support for
graphic distribution of mortality except The age-adjusted (age groups 20-79 and the association often observed between
for some clustering of high-rate areas in >80 years) odds ratios for farming were prostate cancer risk and farming oc-
the northeast and north central states almost identical (odds ratio = 1.4) for cupations (29) and indicate the need for

(6). these two regions, with attributable per- multicenter studies of prostate cancer in
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